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men are not in existence, or whether the number has been
decreased only relatively, i. e., whether the men arc there but
not available.

" 35. I have no doubt that the latter opinion is correct,
and that the numbers of labourers are there but not available,
because the men find employment elsewhere and in other pursuit.

" 36. There ran be no doubt that the extension of railways,
of roads, and public works, has a two-fold effect on the labour
market It not only attracts local labour from the district
while the roads are in progress, but it removes it afterwards
by increasing facilities to the labourer to leave his district, In
all districts which lie near to the rail and to Calcutta, this two-
fold effect must be particularly felt. And it has been so felt
in this district in all parts, and specially in the northern por-
tion of the district to which the Railway is most adjacent.

"37, It will be noted that in former times not only was the
labour to a great extent localized, but it was to a very consider-
able extent forced, or ber/ari. I have no doubt, and I have taken
pains to enquire into this, that this begari system has become
almost entirely extinct, and the facilities given by the improve-
ment of communications has undoubtedly, along with, of course,
improved judicial and criminal executive administration, a good
deal to do with this. Whatever be the real cause, labour has
ceased to be, as it- necessarily was before, localized, and facilities
of transfer of labour have undoubtedly caused a diminution of
the local supply.

"38. The chief cause of the diminution, however, has been
the growing prosperity of the agriculturalist class, the rise in
the price of food of all kinds having largely benefited the
producing class.

" 39. J viewer heard of any instances in which cultivators
become coolies or day-labourers, except under very exceptional
circumstances, such as after the cyclone, when labour was at a
very unusual premium. Very many instances might be given
of day-labourers becoming cultivators and owning lands; in
fact, this is the ambition of the cooly, and many of their number
realize their aim. A labourer who has beeti prosperous generally
begins by building one or two additional huts till he reaches
the conventional four ghors in his baree. He then, cultivates
the little patch which he holds as Sfeita jumma, hiring himself
out to till other fields when sowing is going OB,, and doing a
little in the way of ghuramies' work when no cultivation is
going on. If he still is prosperous, he takes a small jumma, aad